
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
Welcome to English II A.S. at Mills High School. I am looking forward to an exciting year of 
teaching…and I know you will enjoy developing new writing skills, reading great literature, and 
sharing in class discussions. 
 
In order to make your English experience successful, it is necessary to bring the following 
materials to class daily: 
 
·         A 3-ring binder (for class notes and assignments) 
·         A blue or black ink pen (no pencil) 
·         Your text book 
·         Your assignment planner 
 
You will need to be in your seat and ready to begin when the bell rings. If you are in the hall or 
on your way to your desk, you will be marked tardy. Please refrain from eating or drinking in 
class.  Water is OK. ABSOLUTELY NO GUM! Hats, hoods and sunglasses are NOT to be worn 
in class. Of course, phones, electronics, or cosmetics will be confiscated if removed from 
backpacks. Devices used during class will be turned over to the Dean. 
 
Homework will be given often and will require three to five hours a week, depending on your skill 
and commitment level. I DO NOT ACCEPT LATE WORK. Homework is accepted at the 
beginning of class. Long-term assignments and essays are to be typed. Grades are earned by 
participation, homework, projects, essays and tests.  Attendance, monitoring Canvas, and 
keeping an organized notebook are essential. 
 
90-100= A 
80-89= B 
70-79= C 
60-69= D 
Below 60=F 
 
Our focus for this year is American Literature. We will be studying short stories, various novels 
including Count of Monte Cristo, Of Mice and Men, Animal Farm, The Catcher in the Rye, 
Anthem, Great Expectations and Julius Caesar. Vocabulary and grammar will be ongoing, and 
writing will be emphasized throughout each piece of literature. A writer’s workshop will 
emphasize specific composition skills. A research paper and SAT prep are also components of 
this class. 
 
If for any reason you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to check the assignment calendar on 
Canvas and see me outside class to address any questions or concerns you may have. If you 
miss a test or quiz you will need to make it up. According to district policy, you have the number 
of days absent, to make up missed work.  Students need to be responsible and organized, and 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M9nFz-270RonUwanI8ikyqDKuolUxNimtxqYPHU5Ymw


are expected to write new assignments/learning targets in their planners every day. Students 
may also call one of their 5 trusted study buddies for missed assignments or clarification. 
It is my goal to help you be successful this year at Mills and for you to enjoy English. If you have 
any concerns, I am usually in my room from 7:40 until 3:30 or you may email me at 
ppetersen@smuhsd.org  I look forward to a great year working with you. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 


